Chapter 11

ADVERSE WEATHER

11.1. Responsibilities: 

11.1.1. The Environmental Health & Safety Office and/or DPS Dispatch are responsible for making the initial notifications of adverse weather conditions. NOTE: Adverse weather conditions include: strong surface winds, tornados, hurricanes, heavy rain, freezing precipitation and thunderstorms (i.e., frequent dangerous lightning, and damaging winds, heavy rain and hail). 

11.1.2. Physical Plant will develop a local procedure to ensure that key personnel and 

operations involved in outdoor activities and high risk weather operations are notified of adverse weather conditions (include working with petroleum/oil/lubricant, open air work and underground utilities work). Key personnel, in turn, will advise all on-duty supervisors to take proper precautions and timely actions. 

11.1.3. PVAMU campus will employ a lightning safety program with a two-tiered notification system to minimize personnel exposure to lightning hazards. (reference 11.2.3.) 

11.2. General Lightning Safety for all PVAMU Activities and operations: 

11.2.1. When lightning is detected or observed within the immediate vicinity of any activity or operation the following precautions should be taken: 

11.2.1.1. Do not go out of doors or remain out unless it is absolutely necessary. Seek shelter as 

follows: 

11.2.1.1.1. Dwellings or other buildings that are protected against lightning; 

11.2.1.1.2. Protected underground shelters; 

11.2.1.1.3. Large metal framed buildings; 

11.2.1.1.4. Enclosed, automobiles, buses, aircraft, and other vehicles with metal tops and bodies; 

11.2.1.1.5. Streets that may be shielded by nearby buildings. 

11.2.2. Certain locations are extremely hazardous during thunderstorms and should be avoided: 

11.2.2.1. Hilltops and ridges; 

11.2.2.2. Areas on top of buildings; 

11.2.2.3. Open fields, athletic fields, golf courses; 

11.2.2.4. Parking lots, tennis courts; 

11.2.2.5. Swimming pools, lakes, and seashores; 

11.2.2.6. Near wire fences, telephone poles, clotheslines, overhead wires, and railroad tracks; 

11.2.2.7. Under isolated trees; 

11.2.2.8. Near electrical appliances, telephones, plumbing fixtures, and metal or electrically conductive objects; 

11.2.2.9. Barns, open sheds, stock pens. 

11.2.3. The two-tier notification system referenced in paragraph 11.1.2. is as follows: 

11.2.3.1. A Lightning Watch is in effect 30 minutes prior to thunderstorms being within 5 nautical mile (nm) radius of any predetermined location or activity as forecast by the BWS. NOTE: Lightning is a direct product of a thunderstorm. During a Lightning Watch accomplish the following: 

11.2.3.1.1. Operations or activities may continue; however, all personnel must be prepared to 

implement Lightning Warning procedures without delay. 

11.2.3.1.2. Be alert for any lightning activity, to include audible thunder, and advise supervisory 

personnel of any observations. 

11.2.3.2. A Lightning Warning is in effect whenever any lightning is occurring within 5 nm radius of the predetermined locations and activities. Personnel in affected locations or engaged in 

affected activities will take the following actions: 

11.2.3.2.1. Cease all outside activity and seek shelter. Recommended locations that provide 

safe shelter and locations to avoid are listed in paragraphs 11.2.1. and 11.2.2. 

11.2.4. If lightning does not occur within a 5 nm radius at the valid (forecast) time of the Lightning Watch, EH&S Department will reassess the Lightning Watch and amend as needed. Lightning warnings will be canceled when the thunderstorms have passed beyond the 5 nm radius of the location or activity. A Lightning Watch will not be canceled if there is potential for more thunderstorms within 30 min. 

